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CONNECTING PEOPLE TO THE PAST

Harriet Tubman: Conductor, Spy, ‘General’
Laurie King, Assistant Conservator, USS Monitor Project
Wednesday, February 20th | 7 p.m.
Kingston Parish House | 370 Main St. | Mathews, VA
Harriet Tubman is most commonly known for her actions
as a conductor in the Underground Railroad, repeatedly
crossing into slave territory to lead enslaved friends and
families to freedom, However, this is only part of Tubman’s life. Between her work as an abolitionist and humanitarian, and serving as a nurse, scout and spy for the
Union Army, Tubman spent her life fighting for freedom
and justice. Join Laurie King as she delves into the life of
Harriet Tubman and explores the endeavors of this American heroine.

Love history?
Become a docent! We will train you...
Docent Training - Tompkins Cottage Museum
Saturday, March 16th & 23rd | 10 a.m. to noon
43 Brickbat Rd.
The Mathews County Historical Society seeks volunteer
docents to support its historical exhibitions at the Tompkins Cottage Museum every Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. beginning April 6th and ending October 26th.
Volunteer docents serve as hosts and guides for the museum. This is an opportunity to learn about Mathews’ history
and at the same time provide a valuable community service. Our docents learn so much and meet wonderful visitors!
Becky Foster Barnhardt
Curator, Tompkins Cottage Museum
beckybarnhardt@verizon.net

President’s Message
Bobbi Hatton
Whatever happened over this past year be thankful for where it brought you where you are is
where you’re meant to be and what an eventful year it’s been! I am so thankful for the support
of our membership and want to thank some special folks…
Our docents at Tompkins Cottage for sharing our museum with all of our visitors… Becky Barnhardt, Curator, Reed Lawson, Docent Coordinator, Vicki Carter, Bobbi Hatton, Tom Karow, Valerie Lewis, Steve Pope, Vicki Pritchett, Josie
Thorpe, and Doug Wilton. Thank you all.
Becky Barnhardt - thank you for taking care of the Cottage! Thank you for managing our website and Facebook page!
Thank you for our newsletter! You are essential to us and we appreciate you.
Thomas James Store has a new roof - and it’s beautiful. Thank you, Steve Pope, for your diligence in caring for our
store! Watch for a Spring event here…
Valerie Lewis is leaving the board, but has promised to be only a phone call away - Valerie served as our Hospitality
Chair for the last three years and is just an all around exceptional human being…thank you, Valerie (whom I adore).
Forrest Morgan is also finishing his term on our board - and is the newly elected President of the Archaeological Society
of Virginia. Forrest has served so many roles with the Historical Society and although we’ll miss his presence at our
board meetings, we know he’ll remain an active member of the Society. Thank you for your oh so many years of valuable service, Forrest!
Walt Sampson is taking a short leave from our Board - Walt we look forward to your speedy return to us and your continuing work on the cultural timeline! Thank you.
Jerry Ligon is also reaching the end of his term on the board - Jerry thanks for your service to our community!
Scott and Mari Gibbs who traveled from Oklahoma to host our Winter Solstice gathering at Belmont! We look forward
to the time you two move to Mathews on a permanent basis. Thank you, Scott and Mari!
Jay Black, First Vice President - Investments with Davenport & Company…Jay, you not only handle all of our financial
questions and needs, you remain so supportive of our group. We are lucky to have you in our midst and hope you know
just how much we appreciate you!
It’s been a busy year for our Society — from Brenden Burke exploring underwater archaeology off Gwynn’s Island with
us, to Thomas Jefferson entertaining us and explaining the map of the Battle of Cricket Hill, to Ashley McCuiston showing us the Fairfield Foundation’s drone and how it’s used in uncovering our past, to the reenactment of the Battle of
Cricket Hill - we participated in the spring and fall Clean Up Mathews days, Market Days, May Faire, The Profiles of
Honor tour highlighting our World War heroes, the Mathews Christmas Parade, the Gwynn’s Island Festival and The
Gazette-Journal’s A Day With Words. We also published Volume THREE of our Historic Homes and Properties series watch for Volume Four next Market Days. Tompkins Cottage was open Saturdays from April through October and for
the Thanksgiving Market and the Christmas Market too. We hosted summer and winter solstice gatherings which we
thoroughly enjoyed! It’s been so fun to be a part of our community - and we look forward to another exciting year in
2019.
We wish you all the happiest of New Years - thank YOU for being a part of the Mathews County Historical Society!

MCHS 2019 Board Nominations
Reed Lawson
MCHS will elect new directors and officers at the Annual Meeting and Dinner in February. The proposed slate for the Class of 2021 is Al DeWitt who is
returning for a second three-year term, Patricia (Trish) Reed, Ray Stubblebine and Hunt Thompson. Replacing Vicki Carter in the Class of 2019 is
Marvin (Casey) Frame, and Linda Fleming will assume the directorship of
Walt Sampson in the Class of 2020.
Native son Al DeWitt retired from Mathews County Public Schools several
years ago but has returned on a part time basis. He is president of West
Mathews Community League headquartered in the old Peninsula School in
Bohannon. Al is married to Stacy. Trish Reed and her husband Tom retired
to Mathews County in 2014 and have become quite involved in community
service work. She worked as a convention manager for a national trade association in D.C., worked for Fairfax County Public Schools all while raising a
family of four, now with seven grandchildren. Here in Mathews, Trish is a
member of DAR, P.E.O., volunteers at her church and is a master gardener.
In her free time, she enjoys traveling, reading, gardening and experimenting
in the kitchen. Ray Stubblebine (away for the holidays and out of reach by
press time) and his wife Ula came to Mathews several years ago from the
Parsippany, NJ area where he was involved for many years with The Stickley
Museum at Craftsman Farms as a member of the governing board. He and
Ula have two grown daughters and live in The Glebe on Put-In Creek. Hunt
Thompson and his late wife Penny have been long-time members of the
society. Penny was the newsletter editor for many years. They 'found'
Mathews because of friends Sandy and Bob Warren. Hunt spent forty years
in banking in Denver and Madison, Wisc. Here in Mathews he is treasurer of
MCVIC, PATH and the Geezer Golf Group; father of three sons and grandfather of five. Casey Frame and his wife Martha retired to Mathews as quickly
as they could from Virginia Beach. A graduate of the George T. Baker School
of Aviation, he had a forty-year career in airline maintenance and also
worked for Virginia Beach Public Schools. Casey and Martha have a son and
a daughter and seven grands and are members of Mathews Chapel. He is a
forty-year member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, a lifelong Virginia
and local history buff and a fan of Mathews High School athletics. Linda
Fleming and her husband Alan moved into their home on Put-In Creek on
the east side quite recently. They have become active in the community,
even in such a short time. Being avid sailboat enthusiasts, now power, they
participate in Mathews Yacht Club activities, support the Mathews Community Foundation and volunteer for Mathews YMCA events.
The officers nominated for 2019 are: President - Steve Pope, Vice-president
- Bobbi Hatton, Secretary - Reed Lawson, Treasurer - Hunt Thompson.
Officer positions are for a one-year term.
Thanks so much to all who were willing to be a part of keeping Mathews
history alive.

2018
MCHS BOARD
Bobbi Hatton, President
Forrest Morgan, Vice President
Steve Pope, Secretary
Vicki Carter, Treasurer
John Caramia
Al DeWitt
Tom Karow
Reed Lawson
Valerie Lewis
Jerry Ligon
Walt Sampson
Sandy Warhol

Standing Committees
Tom Karow, Archaeology
Al DeWitt, Buildings & Grounds
Jerry Ligon, Education
Bobbi Hatton, Membership
Forrest Morgan, Programs
Bobbi Hatton, Nominating
Bobbi Hatton, Publications

Ad Hoc Committees
Steve Wilson, Editorial
Al DeWitt, Buildings & Grounds
Reed Lawson, Joint Archival
Valerie Lewis, Social

Positions
Reed Lawson, Archivist
Becky Barnhardt, Curator
Reed Lawson, Docent Coordinator
Reed Lawson & Becky Barnhardt,
Newsletter
Bobbi Hatton, Registered Agent

MCHS Acquisitions
Reed Lawson
MCHS has recently acquired a silver plated platter once
owned by Alice Gath Hudgins (1865-1934) the wife of
Mathews’ native Houlder Hudgins III (1868-1917).
Alice, a native of Tiverton, England, arrived at Ellis Island in
1884. She married Houlder Hudgins III, a commissary contractor at Ellis Island, in 1890. Upon the death of her husband, she became one of the sponsoring founders of the
Actors Equity League of New York, was a founder of the
Drama-Comedy Club, forerunner of the Theatre Guild. She
was an active member of the Manhattan Congregational
Church of New York City.
The platter has an ornate Art Nouveau grapes motif and
measures 29 inches x 17 3/4 inches. The initials AGH are
engraved in the center. It was donated by J. William Houlder Hudgins the grandson of Houlder Hudgins III and Alice
Gath Hudgins.
In the past, J. William Hudgins has donated to the MCHS
photographs and letters of the Hudgins’ family, a sterling
silver hot water urn once owned by Houlder Hudgins II, oil
portraits of his great grandparents Charles Houlder Hudgins and Margaretta Porter, and oil portraits of his great
great grandparents Houlder Hudgins II and Elizabeth Virginia Hunley.

Pictured are Houlder Hudgins IV, Houlder Hudgins III,
Alice Gath Hudgins and Gladys Hudgins.
J. William Houlder Hudgins Collection | ARCHIVES Box 89 R
148-2 | Mathews Memorial Library

Above left is the Art Nouveau silver platter once owned by Alice Gath Hudgins. Above right is the sterling silver hot water urn once owned by Houlder Hudgins II. Both items are located in the Tompkins Cottage Museum.

The above oil paintings are of Houlder Hudgins II (1799-1868) and his second wife Elizabeth Virginia Hunley (18141841) of Clifton in Mathews County. Houlder, a wealthy land owner, served a one year term (1837) in the Virginia
House of Delegates for Mathews and Middlesex Counties. The portraits are hanging in the Mathews County Clerk’s
Office.

The above oil paintings are of Charles Houlder Hudgins (1836-1908), son of Houlder Hudgins II and Elizabeth Virginia
Hunley, and his wife Margaretta Porter (1839-1905). Charles served as a 2nd Lieutenant in both the Mathews Light Artillery and in Company E of the 24th Cavalry of Virginia, CSA. He was a merchant in Baltimore for many years and died
in New York. The portraits are in storage.

Chairs from the Mathews Hotel
and diaries of Addie Pugh Marchant
come home to Mathews County
These items were "returned" to Mathews by Dorothy
Jones Davis and her son Wyatt of Suffolk. Dorothy's husband and Wyatt's father, the late Richard Andrew Davis,
was the grandson of Mary Elizabeth Pugh Davis and the
nephew of Addie Pugh Marchant. Mary and Addie were
the daughters of William F. and Mary Elizabeth Billups
Pugh and along with four sisters and two brothers owned
and operated the Mathews Hotel. When Dorothy and her
husband married, they were given the two chairs from his
family as a wedding gift. Dorothy, who will turn 99 in January, is a fascinating historian, and recalls "visiting the family at the hotel" in the early years of their marriage. She
said Indiana, another sister was in poor health and bedridden. As she recalls, Emma, another sister, married a dentist and lived down the street toward the Court House.
The diaries cover from 1924-1941. When Dorothy found
out Steve Pope's involvement with MCHS and his love of
history she made the decision to "send the chairs and diaries back home to Mathews". She and Wyatt are cousins of
Mathews County resident Nancy "Tuggie" Hutson and
dear friends of Mary and Steve Pope.

Wyatt Davis and Dorothy Jones Davis present Steve
Pope, MCHS Board member, the Mathews Hotel
chairs and diaries of Addie Pugh Marchant.

Mathews Hotel, circa 1953, was once located on Main Street to the south of the current Moughon’s
Ace Hardware. The building was torn down in June 1998. Courtesy Kay Davis Brooks

Donate to the Mathews Archives

The Mathews County Historical Society actively collects personal and family papers -- diaries, letters, photographs,
printed materials, ephemera and other artifacts and personal records -- and the accounts of businesses, institutions
and organizations such as churches and clubs that document the history of the county. It collects materials from all
time periods. Mathews Archives is a partnership between Mathews Memorial Library and Mathews County Historical
Society that is located in the library and housed in the Herman Hollerith Archival Room. Please contact archivist Reed
Lawson at reed.lawson8880@gmail.com to discuss possible donations.

https://www.facebook.com/mathewscountyhistoricalsociety/

A friendly reminder - Our membership dues are renewable January 1st of each year!
Mathews County Historical Society Membership Application

Name ______________________________________ Phone ___________________________________
Address ____________________________________ Email __________________________________

I am interested in the following membership:
_____ Individual, $35 per year
_____ Couple/Family, $50 per year
_____ Active Duty Military, $15 per year
_____ Student (under 18), FREE
_____ Lifetime Membership, $500
I would like to make a gift to the preservation, collection & interpretation of Mathews County history:
_____ Friend of MCHS, $100
_____ Benefactor of MCHS, $250
_____ Lifetime Member of MCHS, $500
_____ Historian of MCHS, $1000

I would like to make a contribution to one of the following designated funds:
$ ________ Mathews Archives Fund
$ ________ Archaeology Fund
$ ________ New Point Comfort Lighthouse Preservation Fund
$ ________ Fort Nonsense Fund
$ ________ Thomas James Store Fund
$ ________ Publications Fund
$ _______________ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED
Thank you for your interest and support of the Mathews County Historical Society. Please make check payable to MCHS and
submit along with this application to: Membership Chair | Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. | P. O. Box 855 |
Mathews, VA 23109

Mathews County Historical Society, Inc.
P. O. Box 855
Mathews, VA 23109-0855

2019 Mathews County Museum Calendar
Tompkins Cottage Museum
Saturdays, April – October
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Thomas James Store
Saturdays, April – October
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Gwynn’s Island Museum
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays, April – October
1-5 p.m.
Mathews Maritime Museum
Fridays & Saturdays, April – October
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Tompkins Cottage Museum
Holiday Open House
Saturday, December 14th
10 a.m.-1 p.m.

2019 Mathews County Events Calendar
May Faire
Saturday, May 4th | 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Gwynn’s Island Festival
Saturday, June 22nd | 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mathews Market Days
Friday, September 13th | 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday, September 14th | 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Christmas Farmers Market
Saturday, December 14th | 9 am.-1 p.m.
Mathews Christmas Parade
Saturday, December 14th | 1 p.m.

