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CONNECTING PEOPLE TO THE PAST 

Remember to Vote! 
 
Marion Grey Burroughs Trusch, Mathews County native and graduate of Mary Washing-
ton College, never stopped campaigning – primarily for her love of U.S. Government and 
for excellence in her students during her 26-year teaching career at Mathews High School. 
Her collection of political campaign buttons and memorabilia attest to this. There are over 
1000 items in the Marion Grey Trusch Collection in the Mathews Archives – for local, state 
and national candidates. Mrs. Trusch passed away in May of 2014 in her beloved Mathews 
County. 
 
The history of campaign buttons is interesting. Abraham Lincoln first used them as a cam-
paign tool in the 1860 presidential election. At that time, buttons were created by using a 
tintype or ferrotype photo process. The first mass-produced and collectible buttons for a 
presidential campaign started with the McKinley vs. Bryan race in 1896. 

Marion Grey Trusch 

A VERY small portion of political campaign buttons in the Marion Grey Trusch Collection, #156-1, Mathews Archives. 

http://www.mathewscountyhistoricalsociety.org


  

 

President’s Message 
Reed Lawson 
 
Who would have thought I’d be writing this message instead of enjoying 
greeting visitors at Tompkins Cottage and Thomas James Store for 
Mathews Market Days? Even though we here in the county have been for-
tunate to have few cases in comparison to other localities, the impact of 
the shutdown to our students and business owners has been immense. 
We must help in every way we can to do our part! 
 
The society continues to function. Tompkins Cottage and Thomas James 
Store have been open since the end of June. Amazingly, visitation has 
been quite good and sales of books and ornaments are high. During the 
last several months, the Tompkins Cottage Committee of Curator Becky 
Barnhardt, Bobbi Hatton, Martha McCartney and me, applied to the De-
partment of Historic Resources for funding to raise both of the buildings 
(the Cottage with county endorsement) to prevent future flooding. Sadly, 
Tompkins Cottage was denied, but the store was approved for this step. 
The TJS application will be reviewed by the National Park Service which 
controls these FEMA funds. We should know the outcome of the review 
fairly soon. We will keep everyone apprised of the request. We were dis-
appointed that the Cottage was denied funding since it lies in the Put-In 
Creek flood zone and is quite vulnerable. 
 
Tompkins Cottage is in need of repair both inside and on the exterior of 
the building. The Tompkins Cottage Committee of the Board of Directors is 
investigating ways to remedy the situation.  
 

Membership for 2020, despite having all events and programming can-
celled, has risen to 149.Thank you to all those who have renewed for this 
year and some even for 2021. Your support is invaluable! 
 
We remain hopeful that the Thanksgiving Farmer’s Market and Christmas 
Parade and Tompkins Cottage Open House will take place. In the mean-
time, stay well…and sane…and careful! 

MCHS BOARD 
Reed Lawson, President 

Sandy Warhol, Vice President 
Trish Reed, Secretary  

Hunt Thompson, Treasurer 
 

Class of 2020 
Linda Bradford  

Tom Karow 
Nancy Twigg 

Sandy Warhol 
 

Class of 2021 
Al DeWitt 

Hunt Thompson 
Trish Reed 

Ray Stubblebine 
 

Class of 2022 
Bobbi Hatton 
Reed Lawson 

Martha McCartney 
 

Standing Committees 
Tom Karow, Education 

Ray Stubblebine, Buildings & Grounds 
Becky Barnhardt, Market Days 
Hunt Thompson, Membership 

Nancy Twigg, Nominating 
Linda Bradford, Programs 

Bobbi Hatton & Trish Reed, Publications 
TBD, Publicity 

 
Ad Hoc Committees 

Martha McCartney, Editorial Board 
Reed Lawson, Joint Archival 

Kathy Yent, Ornaments 
Linda Bradford, Social  

 
Positions 

Reed Lawson, Archivist 
Becky Barnhardt, Curator  

Reed Lawson, Docent Coordinator 
Becky Barnhardt, Newsletter 

Hunt Thompson, Registered Agent 
Becky Barnhardt, Webmaster 

Tompkins Cottage is in need of repair both inside and out. 



  

 

Join our board, and help us make history! 
 
MCHS is seeking historically minded individuals interest-
ed in shaping the future direction of the society by serv-
ing as board members. The commitment to our mission 
of “to educate and inform the people of Mathews Coun-
ty and the Commonwealth of Virginia of the part played 
by the people of the County in the great history of the 
Commonwealth and nation and thereby engender inter-
est in and promote respect for the history of Mathews 
County and the Commonwealth of Virginia in this and 
succeeding generations” is key to the society’s contin-
ued success.   
 
If you would like to learn more or know of an individual 
you believe would embrace this important role, contact 
Nominating Committee Chairwoman Nancy Twigg at 
nhtwigg@gmail.com. 

Catherine Callis Brooks 

In Memoriam 
 
Catherine Callis Brooks, friend and colleague of the society, passed away August 29, 
2020, here in Mathews County. Catherine, in her retirement, indulged her lifelong pas-
sion and wrote numerous articles and five books on Mathews County life and history. 
The volumes are: Walk with Me, War Brought Trials and Anxiety at Home and Over-
seas, Didn’t Know We Were Poor, Photographic Memories of Mathews County and Cel-
ebrating Restorations: Life After the World Wars. Our heartfelt condolences to Cathe-
rine’s family. 

MCHS is now registered as a charitable organization on 
AmazonSmile. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of 
eligible purchases to the society. The website is ac-
cessed at www.smile.amazon.com. Where appropriate, 
designate Mathews County Historical Society as your 
charity of choice. Many thanks for your support of pro-
grams, publications and maintenance of historic build-
ings! 

Historic Plaques 
 
Bronze plaques have been installed on the Tompkins 
Cottage Museum and the Thomas James Store desig-
nating sites as approved for the Virginia Landmarks Reg-
ister and the National Register of Historic Places. Both 
1820s historic buildings are part of the Mathews Historic 
District and were approved in 2007. 

http://www.smile.amazon.com


  

 

New Point Light 
Phase II 
 

Phase II will see the exterior sandstone re-pointed 
and painted, the lantern restored, the door and 
windows replaced, the foundation and brickwork 
repaired, the flooring replaced, the gallery catwalk 
repaired, the ironwork restored, solar panels in-
stalled, lead paint abated, waterproofing and sign-
age installed. 

 

 

© Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-Journal 



  

 

New Point Comfort though the years 
 
1801 – 1855  
The New Point Comfort Lighthouse was authorized by Act of March 
3, 1801. In 1804, Elzy Burroughs won the contract to build the light 
station and the lighthouse began to shine in 1805. The light was ex-
tinguished during the War of 1812 and the Civil War. In 1855, the 
lighthouse was refitted with a Fresnel lens. 
 
1919 – 1972 
In 1919, the light was automated and Keeper’s house removed. The 
August hurricane of 1933, created a swath between the lighthouse 
and the island on which it stood. Offshore aid to navigation replaced 
the lighthouse in 1963.  In 1972, the lighthouse was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places and the Virginia Landmarks Reg-
ister. 
 
1975 – 1999 
In 1975, Mathews County acquired the property from the Coast 
Guard. The Board of Supervisors established the NPCL Committee in 
1976 to begin restoration plans. By 1981, the restoration was com-
pleted. Major repairs were supported by a Federal grant in 1988. 
The lighthouse was severely vandalized in 1994. The NPCL Lantern 
Committee raised funds to install a solar light in 1999. 
 
2001 – 2008 
MCHS created the NPCL Preservation Task Force  in 2001 to develop 
a master plan and entered into an agreement with the county. The 
task force was moved to county control in 2005. In 2002, Preserva-
tion Alliance of Virginia placed NPCL on its most endangered historic 
building list. In 2006, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers concluded 
their three-year feasibility study denying protection of the light-
house and habitat restoration. In 2008, VIMS plan to stabilize the 
island was approved. 
 
2009 – 2011 
Transportation Enhancement Grant funds were received to improve 
the island in 2009. A second TE Grant was received for preservation 
in 2010. In 2011, Phase I planning to protect the lighthouse was 
completed. Phase II planning, to preserve the lighthouse, began. 
 
2019 – 2020 
In 2019, architectural plans were completed in the spring; county 
put the project out for bids the end of December. First Class Con-
tracting of Richmond was awarded the contract in 2020 for work to 
begin in July. 
 
 
Highlights in the timeline of New Point Comfort Lighthouse were from New 
Point Comfort Lighthouse Its History and Preservation by Mary Louise 
Clifford and J. Candace Clifford, published in 2013 by MCHS. 

2016 

1910 

1950 

2010 



  

 

Mathews Archives receives map cases 
 
Martha McCartney, in downsizing for her perma-
nent move to Mathews County from Williamsburg, 
has donated two map cases to Mathews Archives. 
The new cases will more adequately store the ar-
chives map collection (which are now housed in 
plastic barrels) placed in the Herman Hollerith Ar-
chival Room on the first floor of the library. Martha 
also donated large archival map folders and six re-
production maps used in her research over the 
years. They are: Captain John Smith’s map, pub-
lished in 1610; Augustine Herrman’s 1670 map of 
Virginia and Maryland; the  Peter Jefferson and 
Robert Brooke Map of Virginia and Maryland, 1736-
1747; Thomas Jefferson’s 1787 map of the country-
side between Albemarle Sound and Lake Erie; and 
Herman Boye’s 1825 Map of Virginia. Heartfelt 
thanks to Martha for this much-needed addition to 
the archives. And to Steve Pope and his son for 
transporting the cases to the Mathews Archives. 
 
 

Steve Pope and his son Kyle move a section of the new map cases 
into the Herman Hollerith Archival Room at Mathews Memorial Li-
brary. 

Captain John Smith created the first detailed map of the Chesapeake Region. The map was first published in 
1610, and was used for European exploration, settlement, and trade. 



  

 

Mathews County Historical Society Membership Application 
A friendly reminder - Our membership dues are renewable January 1st of each year!   

 

 
 

Name _____________________________________________ Phone ___________________________________  
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Email _____________________________________________ 
 
Date_________________________________ 
 
 
I am interested in the following membership:  
_____ Individual, $35 per year  
_____ Couple/Family, $50 per year  
_____ Active Duty Military, $15 per year 
_____ Student (under 18), FREE 
_____ Lifetime Membership, $500 
 
 
I would like to make an additional gift to the preservation, collection & interpretation of Mathews County  
history:  
_____ Friend of MCHS, $100  
_____ Benefactor of MCHS, $250 
_____ Historian of MCHS, $1000 
 
 
I would like to make a contribution to one of the following designated funds: 
$ ________ Mathews Archives Fund 
$ ________ New Point Comfort Lighthouse Preservation Fund 
$ ________ Thomas James Store Fund 
$ ________ Publications Fund 
 
 
$ _______________ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
 
 
 
Thank you for your interest and support of the Mathews County Historical Society. Please make your check paya-
ble to MCHS and submit along with this application to:  

Membership Chair | Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. | P. O. Box 855 | Mathews, VA 23109 



  

 

2020 Mathews County Museum Calendar 

 
 

Gwynn’s Island Museum 
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays, until October 31st 

1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
 

Mathews Historical Museum 
Friday & Saturday, December 11th & 12th 

9:30 a.m. –  4:30 p.m. 
 

Mathews Maritime Museum 
Fridays & Saturdays, until October 31st 

10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 

Thomas James Store 
Saturdays, until October 31st 

10 a.m. –  1 p.m. 
 

Tompkins Cottage Museum 
Saturdays, until October 31st 

10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Saturday, November 21st & December 12th 

10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. 
P. O. Box 855 
Mathews, VA 23109-0855 

2020 Mathews County Events Calendar 

 
 

Music on Maple 
CANCELLED 

 
Thanksgiving Farmers Market 

Saturday, November 21st | 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
 

Christmas Farmers Market 
Saturday, December 12th | 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 
Mathews Christmas Parade 

Saturday, December 12th | 1 p.m. 
 
 


